
Our First impressiOn
Who says you can’t afford a high 

quality Bennington? For the new model 
year, this manufacturer just got a lot 
more aggressive with its entry-level 
offerings. But don’t let this price fool 
you; this is far from a stripped-down, 
bare bones model. This is a value-driven 
‘toon with plenty to offer.

COnsumer test
The list of standard features is 

quite impressive, including the privacy 
enclosure, boarding ladder, Playpen 
cooler and a large 10-foot bimini. The 
brown, tan and red soft-touch vinyl (also 
standard) is an attractive color package 
with everything from the speaker covers 
to the helm console all being color-
matched. There is one rear-facing lounge 
chair with good storage space below, 
but this boat could use a little more 
storage room. 

For being value-driven, we were 
impressed by the look of the helm 
console. The Faria gauges are easy to 
read and flow well with the design of the 
boat. Also included is a Sony stereo with 
four speakers and a USB port. The bucket 
helm chair slides and swivels, and the 
throttle is in a good position.

The Rotocast seat bases don’t have 
a vinyl wrap, but because of the extra 
detail in the design, it’s well-disguised, 
especially with the nice palm leaf tan 
carpet. Overall we feel this is a very 
attractive ‘toon that just happens to be 
priced like an entry-level model.

inspeCtiOn test
Two 23-inch diameter pontoons are 

the base of this 20-footer. Both pontoons 
are chambered with a keel with no lifting 
strakes and there is a partial splash skin 
below the deck. The cross members 

are on 24-inch centers and are through-
bolted to the plywood floor. Everything 
from the weld quality to the chafe 
protection for the wires earned high 
marks from our inspection crew.

Above deck, all three lift and lock 
gates have pinch protection for the 
hinges and stand 26 inches tall for added 
safety. The Rotocast seat bases are 
through-bolted, as well as the fiberglass 
helm console. The anodized square rails 
are bolted with deck stands for easier 
clean up. 

There is over 12 feet of usable deck 
space from inside the bow gate to the 
rear bench seat. 

Despite the price, this ‘toon has the 
same quality that we’ve come to expect 
from this builder. It also comes with the 
same warranty as its more expensive 
models, which says a lot about how the 
Indiana-based manufacturer feels about 
this boat. The 20SLi earned high marks 
for its craftsmanship, fit and finish work 
as well as the safe family-friendly layout 
and design.

perFOrmanCe test
Obviously this particular model wasn’t 

intended to be a go-fast thrill ride, yet the 
Yamaha 60 four-stoke performed quite 
well. She has good zip out of the hole 
and was quite responsive. We reached 
a top speed of nearly 20 miles per hour 
at full throttle and she did okay in the 
flat, yet wide, turns. This Yamaha offering 
seemed to be a good fit for this model. 

WhO shOuld Buy it
For the first time buyer who is looking 

for a quality pontoon that is well-built, 
this Bennington is worthy of a closer look. 
If you’d like an attractive pontoon without 
the heavy boat payment, this Bennington 
might be what you’ve been looking for. 

Entry-Level Pontoon Boats

Bennington
20SLi
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0-15
MPH

Number of 
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3

nOtaBle standards
High-performance palm carpet, 
premium panel color, privacy enclosure, 
boarding ladder, Playpen cooler and 
10-foot bimini.

OptiOns On test BOat
Soft-touch vinyl, decking lights, burl 
wood table and Sony M6 stereo 
upgrade.

Vital stats
LOA ................................................ 19’ 9”
Beam ................................................ 8’ 6”
Hull Design ............................... Pontoon
Dry Weight ............................... 1,536 lbs
Fuel Capacity ........................ 24 Gallons

test driVe 
Engine ............Yamaha 60hp four-stroke
 Cylinder Type ........................ 4-cylinder
Cubic-inch Displacement/Horsepower  
............................................. 60.8 ci/60hp
Lower Unit Gear Ratio .................. 1.85:1
Propeller ..................................................
................Aluminum 14 x 11 Dual Thrust

rpm      vs.      speed       vs.      dBa
800..................1.8 mph .................... 76.5 
1000................2.1 mph .................... 76.5 
1500................2.9 mph ....................... 85
2000................4.4  mph ...................... 86 
2500................5.8 mph ....................... 84
3000................7.6 mph ....................... 89 
3500................8.9 mph ....................... 89 
4000................10.9 mph .................. 87.5 
4500................13.8 mph ..................... 89
5000................16.6 mph ..................... 90
5700................19.6 mph .................. 94.5

priCes
Price As Tested........................... $15,980
(Boat and Motor)

Standard Package Prices ........... $13,995
(Boat and Motor) 
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Why We lOVe this BOat

Just Being piCky

Affordability with high-end quality is 
what impresses us the most about this 
pontoon. It’s well-built with just enough 
amenities, and we’re still amazed at the 
entry-level price.  

At just under 20 feet in length with a 
passenger rating of eight, you’re going 
to obviously have less seating than you 
would with a larger model, which means 
you have fewer storage options.  

SHOOTOUT
VIDEO 2010

Shootout  Score

82.0

Value
Layout/Design
Craftsmanship

Fit & Finish Work
Safe Design

Style
Performance

Handling
Fun Factor

19.5/20
8/10
8/10
9/10
8.5/10
8/10
6/10
8/10
7/10
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